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bra<y_ for within the limits of the Peninsula 'Abd-Allah stands a

O '

fair chance of overriding be it who it may; and Egypt has not
every century an Ibraheem Easha to command her armies.

During this time I got a sight of the royal stables, an event
much desired and eagerly welcomed. For the Nej dean horse is
considered no less superior to all others of his kind in Arabia,
than is the Arabian breed collectively to the Persian, Cape of
(rood Hope, or Indian. In Nejed is the true birthplace of the
Arab steed, the primal type, the authentic model. Thus at any
rate I heard, and thus, so far at least as my experience goes, it
appears to me; although I am aware that distinguished autho-
rities maintain another view. But at any rate, among all the
studs of Nejed, FeysuTs was indisputably the first; and who
sees that has seen the most consummate specimens of equine
perfection in Arabia, perhaps in the world.

It happened that a mare in the imperial stud had received a
bite close behind the shoulder from some sportive comrade;
and the wound, ill-dressed and ill-managed, had festered into a
sore puzzling the most practised Nej dean farriers. One morning
while Barakat and myself were sitting in 'Abd-Allah's K'hawah,
a groom entered to give the prince the daily bulletin of his
stables. 'Abd-Allah turned towards me, and enquired whether
I would undertake the cure. Gladly I accepted the proposal
of visiting the patient, though limiting my proffer of services to
a simple inspection, and declining systematic interference with
what properly belonged to the vcterinaiy province. The prince
gave his orders accordingly; and in the afternoon a groom,
good-natured as grooms generally are, knocked at our door, and
conducted me straight to the stables.

These are siiuated some way out of the town, to the north-
east, a little to the left of the road which we had followed at our
first arrival, and not far from the gardens of 'Abd-er-Kahmim
the Wahhabee. They cover a large square space, abut 150
yards each way, and are open in the centre, with a long shed
running round the inner walls; under this covering the horses,
about three hundred in number when I saw them, are* picketed
during night; in the daytime they may stretch their legs at
pleasure within the central courtyard. The greater number were
accordingly loose; a few, however, were tied up at their stalls;